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Mat. xxii. 21. Render to Ceſar the Things which are 
Cæſars, and to God the Things that are God's. 
Pſal. 21. 1,---4. The King ſhall jay in ihy Strength, Q 
Tord, and in thy Salvation how greatly ſpall he v. 
Joyce — He asked Life of thee, and then gaveſt it 
him, even length of Days for ever 11d ener + a 
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- Righteous art thou, O' LORD, when I plead with 
thee ; yet let me talk with thee of thy Fudgments. 
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HE weeping Prophet lays down a Truth 


\ 


which he reſolves to abide by in manag- 
ing this Argument; Righteous art tbou, O 


Lord, when I plead with thee &c. Thus, ſays Mr. 
Henry, he arms himſelf againſt the Temptation 
wherewith he was aſſaulted to envy the Proſperity 


of the Wicked, before he enter'd into a-parly with 
it. We may note, ſays he, that when we are moſt 
in the Dark about the meaning of God's Diſpenſa- 


tions, yet we muſt keep up right tho'ts of God, and 
| muſt be confident of this, that he never did, nor ever 
will, do the leaſt Wrong to any of his Creatures: 
even when his Judgments are a great Deep, and al- 
together unaccountable, yet his Righteouſneſs is as 
- Conſpicuous & unmoveable as the great Mountains: 


altho 


we 


pr 


[ 


of inconteſtible and everlaſtingCertainty, 
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altho' ſometimes as to us, Clouds and Darkneſs are 

ways beer of his Throne. * 
Providences, we muſt. have recourſe to general 

Truths, and abide by them. However it is, the 


Lord gin hes and we acknowledge it to 


him, (ven when we plead with him, as thoſe who 
ou no — $ of contending, but of learning z be- 

ing fully aſſut d tbat God will be jaſtißed hen he 

ſpeaks, and cle r when he judges. a 


To ſpeaking to the Worde. 1 I have choſen 
to treat of upon this ſotrpu gcaßon, I gropoſe 
| to do two Thiogs, FE" 0 1 a 
I. To ſhow that there is ſomething in the conduch 
. puzzling even to good Men. 2 
II. And that haweuer Perſans of this Character 
may permit themſelyes to reaſon on the divige 
Proceeding aod Conduct, they ate certainly bro't. 
at laſt Hr my tb . divine l 
ing is unexceptionably juſt,” righteous, and equa), . 
: y dont always fee the Groungs hon Regus | 


— 


' tho? the 


of it. e Hoh e al 
pf esch of thefe in their Order. 


even to good Men. 
Some Things Perſons of 


. 


— 


Ia the mean Time, it may not bet 
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Knowledge ef his Ways, Pfal. 9a. 5, C © Lerd, 


* 


derftiind b. But that truly good Men, whoſe pi- 
ons Souls arc filled with a ſacred Regard arid' Re- 


s vertiice for the bleſſed God, who make ittheir bu · 


fineſs to ſtudy the Ways of God, and to confidet 
wiſely of kid Doings in the World, ſhouid at auy 


Time be tempted to impeach or queſtion theJuſtice 


and Equity of the divine Proceeding and Conduct, 
is wonderful: And yer if we open the divine O- 
racles, we ſhall find this was the Caſe; even with 
holy Men, and upon no Occaſion more common 


thin that ſuggeſted by the Prophet, immediately af- 


ter our Text, the obſerving the Proſperity. of the 


Wicked, and the oppoſite Condition of the Godly 


in this Life, Expoſtelations of the ſame Tenor we 
meet wich in other Places of ſacred Writ: Thus in 


| the Book of Fob, from yth Ver. to 15th in the 2 iſt 


Chap. P/al. 54 Hab 1 Ch. 2, 3, 4.13, 14, 13, 16,1), 


Verſes. They are the Repreſentations not of the 


notoriouſly wicked and impious, nor of the falſe and 


hypocritical Pretenders to Religion and Vertue, but. 


they are the Expoſtulations of truly good Men. 
Truly good Men, did 1 fay ? Of eminently good 


Men; not that it was their fix*d Opinion, that Al- 


mighty God had no more Regard'to the Godly and 


Righteous,than to the Wicked and Profane ; it was 

only the Thought which at ficſt preſented, upon 

conſidering the flouriſhing Condition of the Wicked, 
and the Sorrows and Sufferings of the Righteous: 


upon a more compleat & thorough View of Things, 
they come to quite different Sentiments and Conclu- 


| Lions; as 1 ſhall make abundantly clear and evident 


under the ſecond General Head. 


1 * bought imper- 
timent briefly to inquire, whence it ſhould ariſe that 
g00d and holy Men ſhould at any Time demur a- 
bout, and call in queſtion the Juſtice and Eq 
3 3 1 . 
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bow great are thy Works ! and thy Ibo ts are very dach. 
A brutiſt Mam knoweth not, neither doth @ Foal un- 


vity of 


the 


j 

| 
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the divine Government. This Matter may be ſolvd 

by a concurrence of the following Cauſes, 1... . 

The Depth of the divioe:Judgments. ©; - | + 

. The ſhallowneſs of humane Uaderſtandings. D> 8 

- 34 The proneneſs even of che beſt & holieſt Men 

— raſh and precipitate} a judgment upon 
2.07 bea Gord 10. % ods vi 


The 


Or wr hath firſtigiven co An, and Pale rec 
through him, 


ſer the whole of God's Providence at one view, 
and ne ver ſee from the Beginnipg of the Works ob, 
God to the End ; therefore our, Koowledge of them, 
muſt be imperfe&; and ſull of Miſtakes, and erro- 

neous Judgments: of Things: we cant poſſibly . by, 
our petty and ſhort · ſighted Deſigns, judge of the 


Works pf God, and che unfathomable Beſigos of 
7 | l Providence; 


* 


, _ . 
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' Providence; forecited Jai. 55. 8, 9. Job 11. from 
ith. to gth. vet. Canſt thou by ſearching ind £14 God? 
| -Canft thou find out the Almighty unto perfettion ? It 
is high as Heaven, ubat canſt thou do. deeper than 
Hell, ubat canſt thou'know ? Tbe Meaſure thervef is, 
longer than the Earth, and broader than ibs . 
Theſe Interrogations have the Force ofa ſtrong a, 
vehement Negation, as if he had ſaid g no thou canſt 
not. God is unſearchable, he is ee 
As the bleſſed Godlis! infinite, tis urtetly impoſſt- 
ble he ſhould be comprehended by any Thing that is 
finite and limittedj- How vain and fruitleſs is de 
then for us poor ſhalow Worms of the Duſt to gr 
tend to comprehend this ſublime and glorious e 
ject ; we may as well mete out the eavens with 
a Span, and meaſure the Waters in the hollow af out 
Hands, and comprehend the Duſt of the Barth in 4 
' little Urn, and weigh the Mountains in Scales, and 
the Hills in a Ballance, as think to citcumſcribe 
the glorious God in the narrow limits of our The'ts; 
or: to bring that which is infinite and boundleſs into 
the compaſs of that which is finite and limited. 
O let us be humbly and deeply ſenſible of ibe 
imperfection of our Underſtandings: Alas ! the 
Kaowledge and Wiſdom. of the maſt bright ànd 
ſagatious Genius is confined within very conttacted 
Limits. Now were we duly ſenſible of this, and did 
we properly conſider the utter impoſſibility of fa: 
thoming the deep Counſels of God, by the ſhott 
Line of our Underſtandings, we ſhould indiſputably 
de kept from arraigning divine Providence, from 
gur finite and partial vie w of Things. It is thereſore 
high time to clear up the Character of thoſe good 
Men, who ſeem to have been in ſome Danger of fall- 
ing into this grand Etror and Miſta ke: 


KEE WH! - (451 : 4446481 1 BEBY 5 289 
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II. However good Men may permit themſelves to 
reaſon on the divine Conduct and Management of 
Affairs here in this World, they are certainly bro't 
at laſt firmly to conclude, that tis always unexcep- 
*tionably Juſt, Equal and Righteous, tho they don 
always ſee the Grounds and Reaſons of it. 

Upon a more compleat View and Conſideration 
-of Things, the Perſons whoſe Complaints I men- 
tion'd upon this Head, acknowledged themſelves: ſa- 
. "tified with the Juſtice and Equity of the divine 
Conduct, and thereby diſcover'd plainly that they 
had judged rafhly concerning the Proſperity of the 
Wicked, and the Afflictions of the Godly here in 
this World. Job 21.17 &c. How oft is the Candle of 
ibe Wicked put out? and bow oft cometh their De- 
Nruction upon them c ? God diftributeth Sorrows in his 
Anger. See alſo Pſal. 13. And notwithſtanding 
the Ex poſtulations quoted from the Prophet Habakkuk, 
ſuch was, upon the whole, his Confidence in the 
divine Goodneſs and Benevolence, that he ſcruples 


not to ſay, before he finiſhes his Book, Hab. 3. 1), 


18, 19. Altho* tbe Fig-Tree | ſball not bloſſom, nei» 
tber ſball Fruit be in the Vines, the Labour of the Olive 
Mall fail, and the Fields ſhall yield no Meat, the 
Flock ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and there. ſhall be 
no Herd in tbe Stalls: Tet I will rejoyce in the Lord, 
T1 will joy in the God of my Salvation. The Lord God 
is my Strength, and be will make my Feet like Hinds 
Fret, and be will make me to walk upon mine higb 
Plce;s. x1 F rg TEE 3-12 : 
Aud indeed how was it poſſible for theſe holy 
Men long to hefitate about ſo clear and inconteſti- 
ble a Truth; Alas ! what more inconteſtible a 
Truth is there, than this of the Juſtice & Righ- 
teouſneſs of the ſupteme Ruler of the Univerſe. If 
we ſeperate this Perfection from the glorious God, 
what an intollerable ſtain and blemiſh do we fix up- 
on him, and how effeQually do we ſubvett all Re- 
ligion and Vertue. I might draw out the Argument 
<1 | | . upon 


7 


Queen CAR. O LINE. 7 


upon this Head to a greater Length, but I forbear. 
Well might Elibu ſay as in Job 34. 10, 11, 12, 13. 
Therefore hearken unto me, je Men of underſtanding : 
far be it from God that be ſhould do Wickedneſs, and 
from the Almighty, tbat be ſpuuld commit Iniquity. For 
the Wark{of a Man ſpall be render unto bim, and cauſe 
. every May to find according to bis ways. Tea, ſurely 
God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty 
pervert Fudgment. Who hath given bim a Charge over 
tbe. Barib ? or who hath diſpoſed the whaleWerld Be? 
Is God unrighteous ® Ged forbid : For then bow ſhall 
| God judge the World £ Rom, 3 3, 6. I know, O Lord, 
ſays the royal Pſalmiſt, that thy Fudgments are right, 
and in very faithfulneſs thou baſt affutted me, Pſal. 119. 
75. Pſal. 96. 10, 11, 12,13. Righteouſnels & Judg- 
ment are the Habitation of his Throne. The 
* Dominion and Government of God dwells or in- 
© habits as in an impregnable Palace, being ſecure 
© in" the perfect Rectitude of his Nature and Ad- 
5 miniſtrations.;z and were it poſſible any Unrighte- 
© ouſneſs ſhould be found in him, it would ſoon 
© undermine. the Foundations of his Empire, and 
© lay the moſt beautiful Pile in amazing Ruins. +, 
The Heavens declare his Righteouſneſs, i. e. tis 
as conſpicuous and illuſtrious as the Heavens them- 
ſelves ;' the holy Myriads of Angels (that innume- 
rable Company) thoſe glittering Courtiers and Mi- 
niſters of the celeſtial Court, the heavenly Jeruſalem, - 
the City of the great King, which he has built by 
the Might of his Power, and for the Honour of his 
_ Majeſty ; where dwells the lovely ]Jzs us, the Per- 
fection of Beauty, and the Defire of all Nations, 
(O that we might all come of God's mere Grace and 
Favour, to behold this celeſtial King in all his Beau- 
ty and Glory, in his own and in his Father's, and 
in the Glory of his holy Angels) they will declare 
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the Righteouſneſs of the divine Government : His 
Righteouſneſs is inconteſtible, for who can contra- 
diet or diſpute what the Heavens declare, Jer. 9. 
23, 24. Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not tbe wiſe Man 
glory in bis Wiſdom, neither let the mighty Man glory 
in bis Might, let not the rich Man glory i in bisRiches : 
But let bim that glorieth, glory in this, that he  under- 
Pandeth and knoweth me, that I am "the Lord which 
exerciſe loving Kindneſs, Jude ment, and Righteouſneſs 
L ae Earth: for in theſe Ti bing 1 delight, faith the 
or 
It may not be improper here to ſay ſomething 
concerning the Difficulty abovemention'd, and to 
which the Words of our Text are relative. 
1. The Proſperity of the Wicked, ang 
2. The Afflict ions of the Righteous in e 
Scene of Things. | 
Loet us then take the Difficulty and Objection as 
mention d by the holy Prophet, in its full Force and 
Latitude. Righteous art thiy, O Lord, when I plead 
> with thee ; yet let me talk with thee of thy Judgments. 
Wherefore doth the Way of the Wicked proſper ? 
Why are all they happy that deal very treacherouſly? 
Thou haft planted them, yea they have taken Root, 
they grow, yea they bring forth Fruit. Thou arr 
near in their Mouths, and far from their Reios. 
Now in order to ſolve this ſeeming Difficulty, I 
ſhall employ only the three fallowing Topicks, which 
I believe will be fully ſatisfaQory: | 
1. Almighty God fo orders Things, that the Righ- N 
teous ſhould meet with Afffctions, and the Wicked 
with Proſperity, to teach us nat to eſteem Ad vet ſity 
the greateſt Evil, nor yet Proſperity the gteateſt 
Good. For mot certainly were they ſo, only the 
Righteous ſhould enjoy the Pomp and Grandeur of 
this World, and only the Wicked ſhniuld- become 
miſerable... Upon this Point the great Aug "fire dil. 
courſes admirably. , Worlily Things, favs be, ate in 
themſelves but ind! ferent, and road and Evil only 
| a 


— 
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as they are improv'd. But leſt they ſhould always 
be thought Evil, therefore God ſometimes gives them 
to thoſe who are Good, and leſt they ſnould always 
be tho't the higheſt Good, they are ſometimes given 
to thoſe who are Evil. | $1 vm ain 
2. When wicked Men enjoy earthly Proſperity, 
they enjoy it as their Portion, and when the godly 
ſuffer. Affliction, tis for their Trial and greateſt 
Advantage. The Pſalmiſt ſpeaks thus of the for- 
mer, Pſal. 19. 14. From Men;which are thy Hand, O 
Lord, from Men of the World, wbich baus their Por- 
tion in this Life, and whoſe Belly thou filleft\ with thy 
bid Treaſure. - Tis ſaid in the ſame divine Scriptures 
that the Afflict ions of the Righteous tend to their 
gteateſt Advantage. Heb, 12 5, to 13th, ver. Fam. 
5. 1,----11. Goto now'ye rich Men, - weep and; bowl! 
for your Mijeries that ſhall come upon you. Nur Riches 
are corrupted, and your Garments are Motb-eaten. Tour 
Gold and Silver is cankered, and the Ruſt of them. ſhall 
be a Witneſs againſt you, and ſball eat your Fleſh as it 
were Fire: ye bave beaped Treaſure together for the laſt 
Days. Babeld, the hire of the Labourers, wwhich haue 
_ reaped down your Fields, which is of ycu kept back by 
Fraud, erieth and the cries of them which. baue reap- 
ed, are entred into the. Ears of the Lord of Sabaath. Te 
have lived in Pleaſure on Barth, and been wanton 
ye haue nouriſhed your Hearts, as in a Day of Slaughter. 
1s have condemned and killed the juſt ; and be doth not 
reſiſt you. Be patient therefore, Brethren, unto tbe com- 
ing of the Lord: Behold, the Husbandman waiteth for 
tbe precious Fruit of the Earth, and hath long patience 
For it, until he rectiue tbe early and latter Rain. Be 
ye alſo patient ; fabliſi your Hearts : for the e-ming 
f the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge net one againſt ano= 
ther, — leſt ye be condemned : bebold the udg. 
flandeth before the Door, Take, my Brethren, the Pro- 
i | Pets who have ſpoken in the Name of the Lord, for an 
Example of ſuffering Afliftions and of Patience. Be- 
bold, we count them bappy which endure, Te have 
. | 9 | beard” 
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= beard ef the patience of Fob, and baue ſten the 
.d of ibe Lord: that the Lord is very pitiful, and of 
tender Mercy. | FEED „ Al 
3. and laſtly. However the natural Courſe of 
Things may be interrupted in Time, in Eternity 
they 'I infallibly produce their proper Effects. The 
Godly ſhall be finally happy, and the Wicked finally 
miſerable. And this Tho't entirely ſolves the Diffi- 
culty. If Almighty God don't adjuſt this Inequality 
in this World, he will certainly do it at the laſt Day; 
that Day of the Revelation of the righteous Judg- 
ment of God. At this tremendous Time all Things 
ſhall be adjuſted and ſet tight, which now ſeem ſo 
_ Crooked and uneven. Truly the promiſcuous Diſ- 
penſations of divine Providence (I hope I ſhan't 
- contradict what I mention'd out of St. Auſtin) 
proves that there will be a Time when all Thiogs 
ſhall be adjuſted and ſer right: When injured and 
calumaniated Innocence and Vertue ſhall be vindi- 
cated before Men and Angels. Pſal. 37. 6. And be 
ſhall bring forth thy Righteouſneſs as the Light, and thy 
Fudgment as the noon Day. 2 Tbeſ. 1. 4, to 10. 
Moſt certainly there is a Day coming when the 
Myftery ſhall be explicated, why ſuch a one enjoy- 
ed a conſtant run of Proſperity, and ſuch a one a- 
conftant ſeries of Adverſity. Why excellent KINOS 
and Qvzzns are cut off in the midſt of their Days, 
in the prime of Life, and haughty arbitrary Mo- 
narchs, the blackeſt Tyrants, who were the Plagues 
of the World, and the Scandals and Reproaches of 
humane Nature, who acted as tho' they tho't they 
had a + divine Right to play the Devil, are ſuffer'd 
to live till they are gray headed. A Day, when 
the ungodly rich Man (for his miſimprov'd Proſ- 
-. peffty) ſhall be recompenc'd with Indignation and 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh ; and when the 
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godly afflicted Man ſhall be rewarded with Glory, 
Honour, and immortal Life. Let us read the lively - 
Repreſentation. of this Matter, Luk. 16. 19, to 25, 
ver. But Abrabam ſaid, Son, remember bat thou 
in thy Life time reccivedſt thy good Things, and likewiſe 
Lazarus evil Things : but now be is comforted, and thou 
art tormented, How ſarcaſtical was this Speech of 
the Father of the Faithful! O never (ſays a Reve- 
rend Prelate) call the rich Man's Purple and deli- 
cious Fare, good Things, when they end in Tor- 
ments. Was it good for him to be wrapt in Purple, 
who is now wrapt in Flames? O never, ſays he, 
call Lazarus's Sores, evil Things, ſince now every 
Sore is turn'd into a Star. Wy N 

At the Great Day of Accounts we ſhall have 
other Thoughts and Apprehenſions of Things, 
than we have at preſent. Now we (poor miſ- 
guided Mortals) call Proſperity and Riches, 
good Things, and Want and Affliction, evil. 
But when we come to conſider theſe Things with 
relation to Eternity, the only unerring Stan- 
dard to meaſure and try them by, then Poverty may 
be a Mercy, and Riches a Judgment; God ma 

bleſs one by Afflict ions, and curſe another by Prof. 
perity. He may beſtow more upon us by ſuffering 
us to want, than if he ſhould give us all the Riches - 
of the Earth. And eertainly, whatever our Tho'ts 
of it now are, yet within a very little while this will 
be the Sentiment and Judgment of us all. When 
once we are fix'd in our eternal State, we ſhall moſt 
freely and heartily acknowledge that nothing in this 
World deſerv'd the Name of Good, but as it pro- 

moted our eternal Happineſs, nor of Evil, but as it 
tended to everlaſting Miſery- 5 
Thoſe Words which proceeded from the Lips of 
Truth, from the Lips of him in whom is ſolemaly 
veſted the auguſt and incommunicable Power and 
Prerogative of finally and everlaſtingly fixing the 
States of all intelligent Beings, will ſtand with the 
N 1 oy * greateſt 
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greateſt propriety in this Place, Luk. 6, 26, to 25. 
And be lifted up bis Eyes on bis Diſciples, and ſaid, 
Bleſſed be ye Poor: for yours is the Kingdom of God. 
Bleſſed ure ye that bunger nom; for ye ſhall be filled. 
Bieſſed are” ye that weep now; for ye ſhall lang b. 
Bleſſed are ye uben Men ſhall hate you, and when they 
Pall ſeparate you from their Company, and ſhall re- 
proach you, and caſt out your- Name as evil," for the Son 
pf Man's ſake. Rejoyte-in that Day, and leap for joy; 
for bebold, your Reward is great in Heaven: for in lile 
manner did their Fathers uno the Prophets. But wo 
unto you that are rich; for ye baus received your Con- 
ſolution.” Wo unto you that are ſull; for ye ſpall bun- 
ger. Wo unto you that. laugh nw; for ye ſhall murn 
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and rep. To be ſure; the almighty and alwiſe 


Governout of us rational and intelligent Beings, will 
not appoint the ſame Fate (if I may vfe the Word) 
and Period to the Pious and Godly, as to the Wick- 
ed and Profane. Neither his Wiſdom, Juſtice, not 
his Geodneſs, will ſuffer him to award the ſame 
22 and Favours to thoſe who have blaſphem- 
ed his ſacred Name, and rioted in his Liberalities, as 
to thoſe Who have lou'd him with all their Souls, 
and glorified him even in the very Fire of Afflict io 
is unqueſtionably the Gloty of the ſupreme 
Ruler of the Univerſe, to make a conſpicuous and 
awful Diſtip ct ion in the other World (however it 
goes in this) between thoſe who have endeavoured 
do repder bis Majeſfy honoutable among Men, and 
thofe who have impiouſly abus d and perverted all 
his Favours, * ridicul'd his Thunder,” and rob'd him 
of his chidiceſt Honous. Mal. 3. 14,0 the End. 
Now confider this all ye that forget God, leſt he 
tear you in pieces, when there is none to deliver. 
Let not thine Heart envy Sinners, for'verily there is 
an Bod, and thineExpeRation ſhall not be cut off. 
10K TIO OSROUINAONL 53 none 1 
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t. We may ftropgly idfer from the preceedig 
Diſcourſe, that ve ougbt to exexciſe the profoundet 
Submiſſion under all our Trials and Sorrows, |, 
And here give me leave to,preſ$:into our Servite 
the following Topicks, or Heads of Argument, $0 
urge and influence us to comply with this difficult = 
Duty, a Duty ſo very repugnant to our Nature. 
1. Then, We are of the high Rank and Order of 
intelligent Beipgs, ſtil'd Men. A ſuperiour Favours 
and ſufficient to ballance avy temporal Calamities 
Itkiat can befalliue: | e n 
2. We are Sinners, and ſo Sorrows and Afflictions | 
are our Wages and Due. | 
3. We are living Men: whereas the Wages, of 
Sin is Death. It was the Royal Pſalmiſt's comfort, 
that altho* the Lord had afflicted him ſore, - yet he 
had not given him over to Death! The weeping 
Prophet has put theſe Things together, Lam. 3. 39. 
But then * remember that we are but Men, Creatures 
of a dependent being, not ſovereign Lords of Haps 
225 : And who art thou, O Man, that replieſt againſt 
Conſider we alſo, that as ſuch we are ex pos d 1 
Troubles and Sorrows of all Kinds. Man is born to 
Trouble as the Sparks fly upwards, i. e. by a cattiral _ 
and unavoidable Neceſſity. We ace all from King +» 
GrorRct-AuUuGUsTAs, down to bim that leads 
the Plow, or tugs at the Oar, born into and. muſt 
live in a troubleſome tumultuous Wotld: Where 
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\ Tutius et ultrices poſuere cubilia cure i 

| | Pallenteſque babitant morbi, triſtiſq; Senettus. i. e. 
Which is the proper Place of Grief and Care, Diſ- 
"eaſes, and the Infirthities of Age; and therefore we 


# 2 
cant expect a total exemption from them. 
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Again, to be ſubmiſſive and patient under them, 
will 1. Alleviate them. An impatient Man is com- 
par'd to a wild Bull in a Net: As that fierce Crea- 
ture being mozzled in the Huntſman's' Toils, doth 
by all ir'sStruglings; but farther entangle himſelf, ſo do 
Men increaſe their own Perplexities and Troubles 
by their fretfulneſs and impatience under them. 
2 Tis a very honourable and reputable Thing to 
bear Afflict ions patiently & ſubmiffively. Almighty 
God upon this Account, ſeems as it were to glory 
and triumph*over-the Devil in the behalf of Fob, 
- Seeſt thou my Servant Fob, that there is none like bim 
upon Earth. "Twas an high Elogium and tended 
greatly to his Honour. The Apoſtle tells us, that a 
_ meek and quiet Spirit 2 the Sight of God is of great 
Price. The Spirit of Chriſt and of Glory reſts up- 
on thoſe who endure Sufferings patiently. 
Moreover laſtly; Let us ſeriouſly conſider and re- 
flect by whoſe Order and Permiſſion all our Trou- 
bles come upon us: Why, tis by God's. Now, is 
he not the ſovereign, almighty, uncontroulable, wiſe, 
holy, and graciouz Governour of the World. 1 Sam. 
3. 18 It is the Lord, Jehovah, let him do what ſeem- 
eth him geod. Says the royal Pſalmiſt, I was dumb, 
and epened not my Mouth, becauſe thiu didſt it. He 
doth according to his Will in the Armies of Heaven, 
and among ſt the Inbabitants of the Earth, and none 
"can ſlay bis Hand, or ſay unto him, what deft thiu ? 
- Shall we receive Good at the Hand of God, and ſhall 
we not receive Evil? F-b 33. 12, 13. Why doſt | 
thou ſtrive with him ? Let the Potſherds ſtrive with 
the Potſherds of the Earth, but let them not be ſo 
bold and preſumpruovs, as to daſh, themſelves againſt 
the Rock of Ages. Wo unto them who ſtrive with 
Him ho is in the midſt of the Throne. O my 
Soul, come not thou into their Secret; unto their 
Aſſembly be not thou united! For who ever har- 
_  deiw'd himſelf againft him, and proſpered? Are 
, there any amoog the Sons of the Mighty, an equal. 
* 1 | & Match 
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Match for him? Shall Worms riſe. up 32gainſt a 
Lyon? Let all thoſe who are ſo hardy as to mock... 

at Fear, gitd up their Loins like Men, deck them- 
ſelves with Majeſty and Excellency, and array 
themſelves with Beauty and Glory, appear in all 
| their Military Plumes and Terror, and anſwer to 

the following Demands, Fob 38. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 

| 16,119, #0 30. Can they pretend to command the 

Artillery of Heaven the Thunder, or to furniſh out | 

the Lightning, or to rally the ſtormy Wind and the '1 
. Tempeſt ?. Can they marſhal out the Holt of Hea- | 
| ven, or put the Conſtellations in battle Array, or, 
command the Stars in their Courſes to fight fot them?. 
Can they bind the ſwWeæet Influences of Pleiades; or 
laoſe the Bands of Orion? Can they bring forth 
Mazzaroth, or conduct Atctutrus with his Sons? 
Are. they able to be ir up in the preſence; of con- 
ſuming Fire? When a Fire is kindled io his Anger, 
and ſhall burn to the loweſt Hell, ſhall conſume the 
Barth, and ſet on fite the Mountaing, If any one 
thiaks he is able to enter the Liſts, and grapple with 
Omnipotence, he muſt without any diſpute be al- 
lowed the high Title of King, but *tis- over the 
Children of Pride; upon Earth there. is none like 
Him: who is without Fear; he beholds all high 
Things. He is a King over all the Children of 
Pride. How abſurd and fooliſh is it for vile and 
impotent Duſt to lift up it ſelf. againſt the Majeſty 
of this King, whoſe Throne is in the Heavens, and 
who ſways the Scepter over the Univerſe :: A Ma- 
jeſty, before which the Devils quake, and the lofty 
Cherubim tremble. Tis as if the Thiſtle ſnould 
eſteem it ſelf a Match for the Cedar in Lebanon. 


— Fools! not to think how vain | | 

_ Againſt th' Omnipotent to riſe in Arms. Milton. 
Are any ſo vain. as to pretend to preſcribe Rules 
and Meaſures' to infinite Wiſdom and Knowledge? 
Alas! what is the Knowledge and Wiſdom of the 
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moſt cultivated and improv'd Mind, compared with 
the Wiſdom of God, but as a Dcop of the Bucker 
compar'd with the Ocean, or the ſmall Duſt which 
cleaveth to the Ballance, to the entire Syſtem of 
tetteſtial Natare. Iſai. 40 12, 13, 14, 15,118, 1, 
24, 23,24, 25, 26, 27; 28. M bo bath meaſured the Ma- 
ters in the bollow of bis Hand and mated ont Heaven 
With a ſpan, aud comprebended the. Duſt of the Earth 
in a Meaſure, and weighed the Mountains inScales,and 
te Hills in a Balance 9 Who bath directed the Spirit 
f the Lord, or being ths Counſeller bath taugbt him ? 
With ubm took be Counſel, and who inſtrutted him, 
and taught bim in the path of Judgment, and taught 
bits Knowledge, and ſhewed 30 bim the way of Under- 
ſtanding f Bebold the Nations are as a drop of aBucket, 
and ave counted as the ſmall Duſ of the Balance: be- 
old, be taketh up the ]ſkes as a very little Thing. All 
Nations before bim are as nothing, and they are counted 
#0 bim leſs than nothing, and vanity. To whom will 
96 liken God. or what likeneſs will ye compare unto 
him Have ye not known ? bave ye not beard ? bath 
it not been told you freq the beginning? bave ye not ur- 
derftood from the” foundations of the Earth 9 It is be 
that futteth upon the Circle of the Barth, and the Tnba-' 
bitants there»f are as Graſhoppers ; that ſtretebeth out 
tbe Heavens as a Curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as 4 
Tent to dwell in: That bringeth the Princes to nothing; 
be maketh the Fudges of sb vanity. Na, bey 
Hall nit be planted, yea, they Mall not be ſewn, yea," 


r their Hock Pall not take rod in'the Earth: and be 


Pall alſo blow upon them, and they ſhall wither, ad 
#be wbirlwind (ball take them away as Stubble. To 
whom then will ye liken me, or ſhalt I be equal.? ſaith 
| tbe holy One. Lift up your Eyes, on bigh, and bebold 
wha. bath created theſe Things, that bringeth ont their 
H»ft by number: be callgb them all by Nas, by the 
reat weſ3 of bis Might, for that be is firong in Power, 
ft ne faileth, Why ſaye ſi tb u. O Fac h. and ſprakeſt, 
O Hrael, My Hay is bid fre m the Lord, aud wy. udg- 
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ment is paſſed over from my God? Haſs thou not 
known * haſt thou not beard, that the everlaſting God 
tbe Lord, the creator of the Ends of the Earth Wm. 1 
not, neither is weary © there is no ſearching of bis un- 
derſtanding. Iſai. 41. 1. Keep Silence before me, O 
Ilands, and let the People renew their Strength : let 
them come near, then let them ſpeak : let us come near 
taget her o Fudgmenmt, Job 34 31. Surely it is meet 
ta be [aid unto Cad, I baue born cbaſtiſement, I will . 
3 any more. © 19 nat een. 
But then, are all Complaints in Affliction unlaws 
ful? To this 1 anſwer, Natural Expreſhons of 
Grief are allowable : but then theſe Expreſhons of 
Grief muſt be qualified with proper Circumſtances ; 
they muſt ciot be diſproportionable to the Occaſion, 
nor unfitting for the Manner, nor accompanied with 


bitter Iavectives againſt ſecond Cauſes and Inſtru- | 


ments ; they {ſhould rather expreſs our Humility, 
than our Anger: nor immoderate for the Degree, 
as if we were without Hope. (1 The/. 4. 13. ad fin.) 
nor laſtly, ſinful for the Nature of them, blaming: 
God's Juſtice, or reviling and burleſquiag his Pro- 
vidence. ** Undoubtedly that Stupor and benumb- 
„ edneſs of Spirit, whereby Perſons are made un- 
** apprehenſive of their Afflictions, is in it ſelf a 
5© great Sin, and a great Judgment. A 
And what Exorisn- Mam I pray, ar what true 
ProTtEsTaNt: can be fo ſtupid, as not to be deeply, 
affected with the ſorrowful News with which we. 
have of late been ſo terribly alarm'd, of the Death 
of the High, Mighty, and moſt Illuſtrious CARO- 
LINE, Queen of Great Britain. Alas ! Alas + 
That bright and*conſi ummately accompliſh'dPrinceſs. 
is not ſuffer'd to continue by "reaſon of Death. 
Know eye not, that a Princeſs, and a great Queen | 
is fallen in our Britiſh Iſrael > The Crown is fallen 
from our Head ; wo unto us that we have ſin- 
ned. The Elders of the Daughter of Zion (both 
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Houſes of Parliament) fit- upon the Ground- and 
keep Silence; they have caſt up Duſt upon their 
Heads; they have girded themſelves withSackcloth, | 
Te Virgins of Jeruſalem, hang down your Heads 
to the Ground. Mine Eyes do fail with Tears; 
my Bowels are troubled; my Liver is poured upon 
the Earth, for the Deſtruction of the Daughter of 
my People. What Thing ſhall I take to Witneſs 
for thee ? What Thing ſhall I liken to thee, Oo 
Daughter of Jeruſalem ? What ſhall I equal to thee, 
that I may comfort thee, O Virgin Davghter ' of 
Zion? For thy. Breach is great like the Sea; who 
can heal thee? The moſt Serene CAROLINE is 
no more ! The Beauty of Iſrael is flain upon her high 
Places. How are the Mighty fallen! Tell it not 
in Cath, neither publiſn it in the Streets of Askelon. 
ORorar-CHamBtr! may a profound and ſa- 
- cred Silence and Gloom for ever reign in thee ! 
For there the Crown fell from the ſacred Head of our 
_ ſovereign Lady the Queen into the Duſt, as tho' ſhe 
had never been anointed with Oil. Ve Daughters of 
Jerafalem, ye Princeſſes of the Blood Royal; ye 
Maids of Honour, ye Britiſh Ladies, weep over 
Caroline, who cloathed you with Scarlet and other 
Delights, who put on Ornaments of Gold upon your 
Appel. Ge ieee e 
O CAROLINE ! thou waſt Slain in thine high 
Places! How is'the' Mighty fallen, and the Scep- 
ter of Righteouſneſs and Peace periſned! O cruel 
and inexorable Death, could'ſt thou not ſpare that 
| incomparable Princeſs? Oh! the Vanity ! the 
Emptineſs! and ImperfeQtion of all earthly Glory! 
Vain Objects of Truſt and entire Confidence are all 
- earthly Potentates. Why, even CAROLINE her 
ſelf is fallen from her high Dignity and exalted 
Station into the Duſt of Death. Pſal. 82. 6, J. 1 
= '  bave\ſaid ye are Gods, and all of y'u are Children of 
= the moſt High. But he. ſball die like Men, and fall 
& ' like one of the Princes, Plal. 146. 3, 4, 5, 6, — 
4 \ 1 | | : ' lui | 


X 7 


1 

* 

! 

J 
4 
1 


— 
wo 
—ñ ͤ—-— 


r — 


we - * Sas a ___ - 
io rs » —— ett PE I 
pe * <4. —— — _ 
* 


— hes os. 


\ 


_ - * — o 
33 N > 
i _ — — 
— —— — 
——— — — { Sz, 


8 


\ | R——mop 
W | 3 


wich that condeſcending Humility, that tender and 
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Put not your truſt in Princes, nor in the ſon of Man in 
whom there is no belp. His Breath goeth fortb, be re- 
turnetb to bis Earth: in that very Day bis. Thoughts 
periſh. Happy is be tbat bath the God of Facb fer 
bis Help, whoſe Hope is in the Lord bis God: Which 
made Heaven and Eartb, the Sea, and all tbat therein 
is : which keepeth Truth for ever. The Lord , ſball 
reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all Gene- 
rations. Praiſe ye tbe Lore. 4 
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And here I would ſay, that tho' we in Neu- 
England come in the Rear of the Train of Mourners“ 
to pay our tributary Tears for the invaluable Loſs, 
in the Death of His Majeſty's Royal Conſort, and 
our moſt gracious Que zN, yet our Reſentments of | 
of it are with as tender à Sympathy as is in the | 
' Breaſts of any of His Majeſty's SubjeRs. .'Fhis gives 
the ſharpeſt Accents to our Paſſions, that the Conſi- 
derations which are moſt proper and power ſulꝰ to 
allay our Sorrows, exaſperate them. For while we 
remember what ſhe was, how general and. diffuſive 
a Bleſſing to the Kingdom, this ſevere - Stroke of 
Providence in taking her from us, is moſt afflicting. . 
Such a concurrence of high Perfection ſhin'd'in;hec 
Perſon and Actions, that would have made her il- 
luſtrious in a low Condition, and in her. exalted 
Station they were attractive of t yes and Ad- 

miration of all. Her Mind was above the Temp- 
rations that attend the Throne. Majeſty was min d 


beneficent Goodneſs, that ſhe was eaſily acceſſible 

to all for Relief and Support. Her Piety & Purity | 
were ſo conſpicuous ; her Affections were ſo com- 

pos'd and temperate, that the Court which is uſually 
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*The pojite and lofty Dr. Bates's Addreſs of Condolence, to | 
the renowned K. WII III u, upon the much lamented Death 
of his Royal Conſort, the ever Memorable Q Mar, is ac- 
commodated to the praſent melancholy Occallon. 
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the center of Vanity and Voluptuouſneſs, might 
_ "well become Vertuous, by the Impreſſion of her + 

Example. Her Converſation was ſo regular, that 
ber Enemies (if Goodneſs in ſuch a bright Eminence 

had any) could not faſten a Taint upon ber. 
Her royal [Endowments for Government, Wiſ- 
dom, Magnanimity, Vigilance and Care in manag- 
ing Affairs of State (without which the higheſt Prin- 
ces are but civil Idols,- uſeleſs and unprofitable to 
the World) theſe were in ſuch a Degree of Excel- 
lJeney, that in His Majeſty's Abſence in his German 
Dominions, f She, the noble CAROLINE, govern'd 
wiſely, prudently, and fweetly at Home. She is 
_ gone, to return no more! O aſtoniſhing Grief | 


-.. But it becomes us with humble ſubmiſſion to ac- 
- quiefce in the divine Diſpoſal. The Will of God is 
always directed by infinite Wiſdom, and is the 
Rule of Goodneſs. We muſt refreſh our Sorrows 
with the Hopes (I had almoſt ſaid with the Aſſu- 
rance) that ſhe is entred into her Saviour's Joy; 
-whom ſhe imitated and honoured; and that ſhe is 


. 


made happy in the Love of God, and the Light of 


nis Countenance for ever and ever. 
Let us upon our bended Knees adore the ſove- 
rreigu eternaf Power, upon the Fall of our mighty 
"and gracious QUEEN. And let us pour out our 
moſt humble, devout, and ſincere ' Prayers for the 
ſurviving Conſort, our moſt gracioys King (O Lord 
thou haſt in thine adorable Sovereignty and unſear- 
tchable unaccountable Providence, greatly affficted 
i the Soul of our anointed Sovereign King GEORGE; 
=. O be graciouſly pleas'd to grant unto him the Con- 
= | . -ſolations of the divine Spirit; ) and for their Royal 
= Highneſſes the Paixck and Prixcess. of Wales ; 
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F Away with your Salique Lawt. 


for 


Queen CAROLINE 2x. 
for WII IIA Avcusrvs Duke of Cumberland, and 
F the reſt of the Royal Family ; for the Succeſſion to 
the Britiſh Empire in the illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
N OVER, as long as the Sun and Moon ſhall endure z 
for the flouriſhing of the Proteſtant Cauſe, Intereſt, 
and Religion ; for the King's Confederates and 
Allies; for the Nobles and Members of Parliament, F 
and great Ones; for the Minifters of State and of 
Religion in thoſe Realms; for the Britiſh Diſper- 
tons, the Iſlands in the Sea, and the Provinces on 
the Continent ; for our Selves who dwell in theſe. 
Ends of the Earth: particularly that Almighty GOD 
would ſhower down plentifully of his Bleſſings Tem- 
poral and Spiritual, upon His ExczLLEeNcy our Gover- 
nour; upon His Honovsx the Lieutenant Governour; 
upon His Majeſty's Council; upon the Honourable 
the Repreſentatives of the Province; upon our 
Judges and Juſtices : and that he would be graci- 
\ | ouſly pleas'd to bleſs our Schools of Learning and 
Vertue, and eſpecially our Colleges and their Go- 
| vernours and Inſtrutors.z the Miniſters. of the E- 
] verlaſting Goſpel. of the bleſſed GOD ; (may the 
Weapons of their Warfare which are not carnal but 
ſpicitual, be mighty thro' God, for the pulling down _ 
the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan, and for building 
up the Kingdom of the exalted Redeemer ;) that He 
would ſmile upon us in all our Intereſts and Aﬀairs 3 
that he would be pleaſed to preſerve to us inviolate 
our ineſtimable Privileges, Civil & Religious; that 
he would bleſs the“ Agency for us in the Court of 
Great Britain; and grant us at all Times Favour 
| 57 D with 
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May Almighty GOD ſanctify to the Province and to all Re- 
latives, the Death of the worthy and honourable EDmy , © 
Qv1NcY, Eſq; who lately repaired to the Court of Great 
Britain, to ſolicit and manage the Affairs of rhe Province, 
and who encounter'd with Perils by Sca and Land to ſerve 
it. The Beauty of New-Epngland is {lain in thy high Places. 
f Hoy is our wiſe, pious and prudent Agent fallen! Righreows | 
| way — = | art 
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with our gracious King and his Miniſters (for the 
King's and his Miniſters Hearts are in the Hands of 
the Lord, and he turns them as the Channels of Wa- 
ter whitherſoever he pleaſes ) : In a Word, that his 
providential Preſence may be a Wall of Fire' round 
about us, and his ſpiritual Preſence, the Glory in 
the midſt of us, and that on all our Glory he would 
create a Defence: For except the Lord preſetve 
our Country, the Watchman will wake in vain. 
2. From what we have heard in the preceeding 
Diſcourſe, we may fairly collect that we ought not 
to think hard of our ſelves or others on the Account 
of the Afflictions which befall us here, unleſs we are 
conſcious of habitual Wickednefſs in our ſelves or 
them. Our bleſſed Saviour has check'd thoſe who 
are overbuſy in theſe Matters. Luk. 13. 1, 5. There 
mere preſent at that Seaſon, ſome that told him of the 
Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate bad mingled with. their 
Sacriſices. And Feſus anſwering ſaid unto them, Sup- 
poſe ye that theſe Galileans were Sinners above all the 
Caliltans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuchThings® I tell you, Nay: 
Or thoſe eighteen, upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell, 
and ſlew them, think ye that they were Sinners above 
all Men that dwelt in Feruſalem ? 1 tell you, Nay. 
- Behold, O ye cenſorious uncharitable Perſons, the 
Lord (who gave this Anſwer) cometh with ten 
thouſand of his Saints, to execute Judgment upon 
all, and to convince all that are ungodly among 
vob, of all your ungodly Deeds, which youhave ungod- 
lily committed; and of all your hard Speeches which 
you ungodly Sinners have ſpoken againft him (or his 
afflicted Members) Jude 14,15. 1 Cor. 4. 3, 4, 5. 
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art thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee; yet c. For behold, 

the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, doth take away from Judah and from 
Feruſalem, the mighty Man, and the Man of War, the Judge, and 
the Prudent, the bonourc bl; Man, and the Counſellor, and the elo- 
quent Orator, wt | 8 | 
N D 
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But with me it is a very ſmall thing. that I ſbeuld be 
judged ef you, or of Man's Judgment: yea, I judge 
not mine own ſelf. For I know nothing by my ſelf, yes 
am I not hereby juſtified : but be that judgeth me is the 
Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who will both bring to light the hidden 
things of Darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the Coun- 
ſels of the Hearts: and then ſhall every Man bave 
| praiſe of God. „„ 
3. and laſtly, Since the Juſtice and Equity of 
the divine Government, where we are capable of 
examining it, approves it ſelf the more upon our 
Inquiry, and Things which at ficſt Sight look'd un- 
accountable, appear entirely beautiful and regular 
upon a ſtricter Search and Scrutiny ; let us not cen- 
ſure the ways of Providence, where after our beſt. 
Attention they are now paſt finding out. Finite 
Minds cannot comprehend. infinity: Eternity alone 
can be ſufficient to unfold. the Scheme of the divine 
Counſels : *rwould certainly be too ſoon to expect 
a Solution of all our Difficulties in this dark imper- 
fect State; *tis ſufficient to be aſſur'd that we ſhall 
hereafter have a more compleat view of Things. 
la the mean Time, let Iſrael rejoyce in him that 
made him; let the Children of Zion be joyful in 
their King. Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and 
be ye lift up, ye everlaſting Doors, and the King of 
Glory ſhall come in. Who is this King of Glory ? 
The Lord ſtrong and mighty; the Lord mighty. 
in Battle: The Lord of Hoſts, He is the King of 
Glory. Selah, Kiſs ye the Son with a kiſs of Ho- 
mage and Subjection: He, is the true Vine that leſt 
his ſweetneſs, that good Olive that left his fatneſs 
to rule over us. May we all cry Hoſanna to the 
Sosa of David: Rejoyce at his Coronation by his 
_ Almighty Father. Go forth and behald with Joy 
King Jesus, with/the Crown wherewith his Father 
Crowne.) him, when he ſet him upon his holy Hill - :2& 
of Lon; Who is thus exalted to the midſt of the 
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Throne ? Who is thus encompaſſed with Glory, Ma- 
jeſty and Power ? Is it not He who in this World 
was poor, deſpis'd, perſecuted and lain, and all for 
our lakes ? So the bleſſed Apoſtle told theJews, Act. 
2. 36. Therefore let all the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſur- 
edly, that God bath made that ſame Feſus whom ye 
have crucified both Lord and Chriſt. 
O Church. Militant againſt the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devi), rejoyce that you haveſuch a mighty 
Protector, even our Sovereign Lord the Anointed. 
King JESUS: all the Powers of Earth and Hell, 
tho' combin'd againſt you, ſhan't ſhake or diſturb 
you. Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will I build 
my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail a- 
gainſt it. Thrice happy under his auſpicious Reign! 
Left to your ſelf, you would pteſently become 
weak and defenceleſs; but by Chriſt's Smiles and 
Protection, you are render'd. beautiful as Tirzab, 
 comely as Feruſalem, and terrible as an Army with 
Banners. Numb: 23. 21, 22. He bath not beheld J- 
niquity in Facob, neither bath be ſeen perverſeneſs in 
Iſrael : the Lord bis Gad is with bim, and the ſhout of 
a King is among them. God brought them out of Egypt, 
he bath as it were the*trength of an Unicorn,&5c. Rev. 
1.13,14 15.1/aw in the midſt of the ſeven goldenCandle- 
ſticks, one like unto the Son of Man, cloathed with a 
Garment deun to the Foot, and girt about the Paps with 
a golden Girdle, His Head and his Hairs were white 
like Wooll, as white as Suaw ; and bis Eyes were as 
a Flame of Fire, &c. Depend upon it, yeSons & Daugh- 
ters of Zion, that all your Affairs, even the moſt 
dark and diftreſſing, are order'd by conſummate 
Wiſdom and almighty Power, in the beſt Way to 
. promcte the Glory and Hongur of your King, and 
Four cwa beſt Good. Altho' the Archers ſhoot at 
' you, jo Bow ſhall abide in Strength &c. Gen. 23. 
24. 25. Pſal. 91. 1, 2. 3, 4, 5, $, 6, 1, 9, 18. 
- Rev 19. 1-2, 4, J, 6. Ard ---- 1 heard a great 
"vice * miugh Pe ple in Hey n, ſaying, Alleluia; Sal- 
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vation, and Glory. and Honour and Power unto be 
Lord ourGod-- For true & rigbteous are hisFudgmentse= © 
And the four Ed twenty Elders, and the four livingCreg- - 
tures (23s) fell down & worſhipped Him that ſat ap the 
Throne, ſaying, Amen, Alleluia And a Vaice came aut 
of the Throne, ſaying, Praiſe bur Cad all ye hisServamts, 
and ye that fear bim both ſmall and great And I 
Beard as it were the Voice of a great Multitude, and as 
be Voice of many Waters, and as the Voice of mighty 
Thundrings, ſaying, Alleluia: far the-Lord God Omni- 
potent Reigneth, | i „ 
The Government could be upon the Shoulders of 
none elſe than a God. No mere Creature is ; 
able to ſway an univerſal Scepter. Chriſt alone l 
could bear the Weight of this Glory. We may 
fairly colle& Chriſt's fitneſs for univerſal Em- 
pire, from thoſe. Paſſages in the Oracles of God, 
which evidently ptove him to be really and truly 
God. Mich. 5. 2. But thou Bethlehem Epbratab, tho* 
tbou be little among the Thouſands of Fudab, yet out of 
' Fbee ſhall be come forth unto me, that is to be Ruler inſſrael; 
| whoſe goings forth have been from of old, from Everlaſting. 
Col. 1. 15, 16,17. Mbo is theImage of the inviſibleGod, 
tbe firſt-born(i.e. the Lord and Heir) of everyCreature : 
For by bim were all Things created that are in © 
| Heaven and that are in Earth, viſible and in- 
| viſible, whether they be Thrones or Dominions, or Prin- 
E cipalities, or Powers: all Things were created by him, 
aud for bim. And be is before all Things, and by bim 
all Things conſiſt, Heb. 1. 3. Who being the brightneſs 
f bisFather*s Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Perſon, 
| And upbolding all Things by the Word of his Power Vc. 
| Pſal. gy. The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoyce : let 
bb Multitude of Iſies be glad thereof —— Clouds and 
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F Darkneſs are round about him; Righteouſneſs and udg- 
= ment are the Habitation of bis Throne. A Fire goeth 
: before bim, and burneth up his Enemies round about. ; 
| His Lightning enlightned the World : the Earth ſaw 
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and end., 'The Hills melted like Wax at the Pre- 
- fence of the Lord © at the Preſeuce of the Lord of the 
_ *Whol# Barth.” The Heavens declare bis Righteouſneſs : || 
an alt the People ſee his Glory. Confounded be all they 
| | "_— graven Images, that boaſt tbemſelves of Idols: 
2 worſbip bim all ye Gods. Zion beard and was glad, 
1 "and the Daughters of Judah rejoyced ; becauſe of thy 
*  *Faudgements, O Lord. Fur thou, Lord, art bigh above 
"all the Earth : thou art exalted above all Gods, Te 
hat Jove tbe Lord hate Evil : be preſerveth the Souls 
ef bis Saints, be delivereth them out of the Hand of the 
_ "Wicked, Light is ſown for theRighteous, and gladneſs 
For #be upright in Heart. Rejoyce in the Lord, ye Rigb- 
-$e0ns : and give Thanks at the remembrance of bis Ho- 
ines. F rr _ 
- Now 0 tbe King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, the 
©. onlywiſe GO D: To Father, Son, and Holy 
-* "Ghoſt, be Glory and Dominion for ever. Amen, 
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